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In connection with the Mandalas the Tantu refers to the
various religious sects ( paksa ) to which they belonged.
Among these specific mention is made of Saiva, Saugata
(Buddhist), and Bhairava sects, with the addition of two more,
vix.9 paJcsa kasturi and pdlcsa tyaga, which were offshoots of
the Bhairava sect. The Tantu gives a detailed account only
of the Bhairava sect, a circumstance which agrees well with
what has been said above regarding its wide prevalence in
Java during the last days of Hindu civilisation. As the
account also throws light on its relations with other sects, it
would be well to give a short summary of the passage.1

"The Great Q-od, Lord Guru, took the form of a Viku, a
Bhujangga of the Saiva sect. He was called Mahampu Palyat
or empu Mahapalyat. He dwelt in the cemetery of Kalyasera,
south-east of Paguhan, and began to practise the religious
performances (tapas) in accordance with the usages of the
Bhairava sect. He ate human flesh at midnight. Twelve
years later he attended an assembly of the king of Galuh with
a human skull (for drinking) and five pots (kantora) for drying
human flesh. The king said : "As he eats human bodies and
destroys the creation of Brahma, expel him from Java and
throw him into the sea". Palyat merely uttered a wild laughter
(hahaha) and returned to the cemetery. Next morning the
king's agents threw him into the sea, but the day after he
was again back at his cemetery. Then they tied him to a
stoae and again threw him into the sea, but he again came
back. Theft they burnt his body and threw the ashes into
the sea, but Palyat could not be killed. Amazed at the exhibi-
tion of the magical power by the Pandit, the king's emissaries
fell at his feet when the latter said : "I belong to the island of
Kambangan and have a Bhujangga-mandala there. As the
king is angry, I shall go back to my own land ; a piece of
stone will I take as my boat". The bewildered servants of the
king became his disciples and accompanied him.

i,   Tantu, pp. 171 ff.